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MUG HANDLE COVER AND 
METHOD FOR IDENTIFYING A MUG WITH A MUG HANDLE COVER 

Background of the Invention: 
Field of the Invention: 
The invention relates to covers for mug handles and devices 
for identifying a particular mug from a plurality of mugs. In 
addition, the invention relates to advertising and branding 
tools at the point-of-sale within the beverage industry. 

Description of the Related Art: 
Mugs are typically made of glass because glass is easy to 
clean, do not carry any unpleasant odors, and are inexpensive 
to produce. However, glass is not the only material that can 
be used for mug production. Porcelain, ceramics, and plastic 
may also be used in the manufacture of mugs. 

The conventional mugs that are presently available today are 
produced without any distinguishing markings and are clear in 
color. They are typically round or paneled and are provided 
with a curved handle. However, some mugs do not have handles. 



An individual mug cannot be distinguished from other mugs in a 
group. Because bars and other businesses use identically 
shaped mugs, the owner (i.e., the person drinking from the 
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mug) cannot identify their mug when it is placed near other 
identical mugs. As a result, the drinker must either decide 
to get a new mug or risk sharing a mug. 

Summary of the Invention: 
5 It is accordingly an object of the invention to provide a mug 
handle cover and method for identifying a mug with a mug 
handle cover that overcomes the above-mentioned disadvantages 
of the heretofore-known devices and methods of this general 
S type . 

M| With the foregoing and other objects in view there is 

€1 

ru provided, in accordance with the invention, a mug handle 

H 

s cover. The mug handle cover includes a top being 

O 

EH approximately as wide as a handle of a mug to be held. A 
S first side extends in a direction from the top. A second side 
ft extends in the direction from the top and is laterally opposed 
to the first side. The first side and the second side are for 
holding the handle. For purposes of the invention, the term 
"approximately as wide as the handle" is meant to include tops 
that are larger and smaller than the width of the handle. In 
20 such cases, the sides can be angled to compensate for the 
width of the top while still clamping the handle. 

In accordance with a further object of the invention, the 
first and second sides are at least as wide as an exterior 
side of the handle. 
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In accordance with a further object of the invention, the mug 
handle cover includes an inward protrusion on one of the 
sides. The protrusion is sized to releasably hold the handle 
when the mug handle cover is clipped on the mug. Typically, a 
protrusion being one-and-one-half millimeters thick is 
sufficient. A further inward protrusion can be added on the 
opposite; the further inward protrusion preferably opposes the 
first inward protrusion. The protrusion can be shaped like 
half of a cone having a semicircular base; the base is 
provided distal to the top of the mug handle cover. A point 
of the cone-shaped protrusion can be placed at a midpoint on 
the first side. 

The mug handle cover can include a mark on the top, the first 
side, and/or the second side. The mark can be a color. The 
mark can be molded in the surface (i.e., the top or either 
side) . The mark can be etched in the surface. The mark can 
be a label. The label can be attached by adhesive or 
thermally bonded directly to the surface. The mark can be an 
advertisement . 

The top of the mug handle cover can include a groove formed 
therein. A label rests in the groove and attaches to the top. 

In accordance with a further object of the invention, the top 
has an interior top and the interior top abuts the handle. 
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In accordance with a further object of the invention, he top 
of the mug handle cover complements the shape of the handle, 
for example, by being arcuate. 

In accordance with a further object of the invention, the top 
5 of the mug handle cover has two opposing parallel edges and 

the first and second sides connect to the top along the edges. 

In accordance with a further object of the invention, the mug 
Zl handle cover including the top and the first and second sides 
3 are constructed from a thermoplastic. The thermoplastic can 
be formed according to any of the following methods: 
extrusion, thermof orming, vacuum forming, rotating molding, 
O rotary molding, resin transfer molding, sandwich molding, 
FU injection stamping, blow molding- inj ect ion, blow molding- 
O extrusion, injection molding, and reaction injection molding. 

m 

15 The thermoplastic can be selected from the following: acetals, 
acrylics, actylonitrile-butadine-styrene , actylonitrile- 
butadine-styrene polycarbonate alloy, actylonitrile- 
chlorinated pe-styrene, actylonitrile-styrene-acrylic , 
actylonitrile-styrene-acrylic polycarbonate alloy, alkyd, 

20 allyis, ASA polycarbonate alloy, bismaleimide, cellulosics, 

cyanatester, epoxy resins, ethylene-acid copolymer, ethylene- 
ethyl acrylate, ethylene-methyl acrylate, ethyl ene-vinyl 
acutate, ethylene -vinyl alcohol, ethylene -vinyl silane 
copolymer, f luoropolymers , foam rubber, ionomer, ketone -based 

25 polymer, liquid-crystal polymers, melamine, urea, neoprene, 
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phenolic, polyamide, polyamide- imide , polycrylate, 
methacrylate-butadiene-styrene, nitrile-butadiene copolymer, 
polyarylether , polybutadiene , polybutylene , polybutylene 
terephthalate, polycarbonate alloy, polycarbonate, 
5 polycyclohexylenemethylene-terephthalute, polyesters, 

unsaturated, polyethylene, high density, polyethylene, linear 
low, polyethylene, polyethylene, naphalate, polyetheylene 
terephthalate, polyimides, polymethylpentene , polymide, 
polyphenylene oxide, polyphenylene sulfide, polypropylene, 

fc© polysobutylene, polysthylene , polystyrene, polytheremide , 

Q 

O polyurethanes, polyvinyl acetate, polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl 

5 

chloride flexible, polyvinyl rigid, pellets, polyvinyl rigid, 
W powder, polyvinyl idene chloride, silicone, styrene- 
^ acrylonitrile, styrene -butadiene copolymer, styrene-maelic 
jjjj"fv anhydride, sulf one-based polymer, thermoplastic elastomers, 
1| and vinyl ester. The mug handle can be made by including a 
iyi thermoplastic additive selected from the following group an 

acid scavenger, an adhesion promoter, an antifoaming agent, an 
antifogging agent, a antioxidant, an antiozonant, an antislip 
2 0 agent, an antistatic agent, an antitack agent, a bonding 

agent, a carbon black, a chain extender, a chelating agent, a 
complexing agent, a clarifying agent, a cling agent, a 
coloring agent, a defoamer, a deodorant, a desiccant, a 
dispersing agent, a emulsifier, a flattening agent, a 
25 fluorescent whitening agent, a fragrance, a fresh keeping 
agent, a gel inhibitor, a infra red filter, a inhibitor, a 
leveling agent, a matting agent, a gloss agent, a melt 
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strength enhancer, a metal deactivator, a nucleating agent, a 
oxygen absorber, a peptizer, a photoinitiator , a 
polymerization inhibitor, a polymerization initiator, a 
release agent, a slip agent, a styrene suppressant, a 
5 tackifier, a thickening agent, a thixotropic agent, a titanium 
dioxide, a viscosity modifier, a wax, and a wetting agent. 



In accordance with a further object of the invention, a method 
identifies a mug having a handle among a plurality of 
identical mugs. The method includes marking a mug handle 
cover to be unique compared to the other mugs, for example by 
marking each mug handle cover with its own color. The next 
step is to releasably attach the mug handle cover to the mug. 
In particular, the mug handle cover can be clipped to the mug 
handle . 

The mug handle cover avoids the shortcomings of currently 
manufactured mugs by providing a thermoplastic mug handle 
cover including a platform for advertising and branding. The 
thermoplastic can be produced in any color, which will allow 
the user to distinguish their mug from others that may be in 
close proximity. The mug handle cover is constructed to 
releasably attach to any mug handle and then be removed and 
attached to another mug handle. The design of the mug handle 
cover, with the inner side wall protrusions, allows this one 
mug handle cover to fit standard mugs, even though the handle 
of standard mugs vary in size and shape. Standard mugs are 
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typically produced using glass. Unless the mug is marked 
during manufacturing or marked after production, there are no 
distinguishing features between two glass mugs of the same 
design. The three exterior sides of the mug handle cover can 
5 be marked to display any graphic or text message, thus 

providing a panoramic view of this graphic or text message. 
The mug handle cover can be utilized by any entity that would 
like to convey a message to any market segment that would use 
a mug to contain a beverage. The mug handle cover with its 
tt design will fit most mugs. The design also allows one mug 
Si handle cover to be attached to a mug, removed, and attached to 
% another mug. The multiple thermoplastic colors will allow the 
Ljf user to distinguish their mug from any others and the 
~m availability to be marked allows any entity to place a graphic 
f|S or text message promoting their product or association to the 

: 

r= user. The mug handle cover transforms an unmarked mug into a 

S 

viable marketing tool. 

The mark can be three-dimensional and molded or sculpted on 
the top or sides. For example, a football or corporate loge 

2 0 could be added to the top or sides. Although the mug handle 
cover described below is described and illustrated as being 
adapted for use with standard mug handles, the present 
invention is not so limited and may include mug handle covers 
that provide for specific shapes and sizes for use with mug 

25 handles with special sizes and shapes. All such mug handle 
covers are likewise removable and easy to attach. 
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The mug handle cover works with any mug, pitcher, or handled 
beverage container (hereafter all collectively referred to as 
"mugs") . The mug handle cover is produced from any material 
having a wall and a handle, the handle having the top portion 
connected to the top of the wall and the bottom portion 
connected to the bottom of the wall forming a connected 
arcuate handle. The arcuate of the handle creates a defined 
space between the handle and the mug wall. Additionally, any 
round-bottomed mug without a handle. 



S The mug handle cover can be formed via molding. A mold 

usually includes two sections held together by a clamp with 

w 

pj sufficient strength to withstand the pressure of the 



transferred molten plastic. The mold is provided with 
channels for heating, cooling, and venting. 



The mug handle cover can have any of the exterior surfaces 
display a graphic or text message. This graphic or text 
message could be used in any way to convey a message, thought, 
or scene. The graphic or text message can be applied to any 
of the mug handle cover's sides by, but not limited to, any of 
2 0 the following application methods: thermal imprinting, pad 

printing, screen-printing, thermography, foil stamping, offset 
(lithography) , gravure, foil stamping, engraving, shrink 
wrapping, printed sticker or adhesive, or any photo adhesion 
process . 
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The mug handle cover has a first sidepiece including an outer 
surface and inner surface that is adjoined to the exterior 
side surface of the arcuate mug handle. The inner surface, at 
each lateral end, has a small half cone protrusions and one, 
5 half-cone protrusion in the center, for a total of three 

protrusions. The two protrusions at each lateral end build 
from flush to the interior wall, to 1.5 millimeters in height. 
The height for all three protrusions builds from half way to 
the interior of the top piece to the edge of the sidepiece. 

O) The mug handle cover has a second sidepiece including an outer 
U1 surface and inner surface that adjoins the exterior side 

m 

FP surface of the arcuate mug handle. The inner surface, at each 

^ lateral end, has small half cone protrusions and one half-cone 

LH protrusion in the center, for a total of three protrusions. 

ry 

|;5 The two protrusions at each lateral end build from flush to 
° y the interior wall, to 1.5 millimeters in height. The height 

for all three protrusions builds from half way to the interior 
of the top piece to the edge of the sidepiece. The first and 
second sidepieces are identical, face each other, and are 
20 separated by the width of the top piece. The two sidepieces 
are the parts of the mug handle cover that grip the exterior 
sides of the mug handle. 

The mug handle cover has a top piece including an outer and 
inner surface that is adjoined to the exterior top surface of 
25 the arcuate mug handle. The top piece separates the two 
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sidepieces and completes the three-sided mug handle cover. 
The interior surfaces, when attached to the mug, run the 
vertical length of the arcuate mug handle. The top exterior 
of the mug handle cover can be printed directly on, thermal 
5 imprinted, or be slightly recessed to all four edges, to allow 
for adhesive graphic placement or one constant surface. These 
configurations can accommodate the placement of an 
advertising/branding message to be viewed as the mug handle 
cover encompasses the handle of a mug. 

M The mug handle cover can be a self-contained piece that can be 

j : attached to and removed from the handle of a mug. Once 

Si applied, the mug handle cover encompasses the arcuate exterior 

\ top and exterior sides of the mug. The mug handle is gripped 

RJ with the mug handle cover applied, in the same manner as it 

ru 

£5 would be if the mug handle cover were removed. The mug handle 

f|| cover does not occupy any of the space between the interior 
portion of the arcuate handle and the wall of the mug. The 
most effective way to grip the arcuate handle is to press the 
palm of the gripping hand against the outer surface of the of 

2 0 the arcuate handle along its vertical line, wrap the four 

fingers around the interior of the arcuate handle, and then 
press the thumb against the side of the mug wall. When 
attached, the mug handle cover grips the mug or handle and is 
further anchored by the pressure applied by the user's grip. 

2 5 The palm rests over the exterior surface of the top of the mug 
handle cover, the four fingers wrap around the exterior 
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surface of the first side and pass through the space between 
the inner exterior of the mug handle and the wall of the mug. 
The users four fingers continue around the mug handle cover 
and the fingertips rest on the exterior arcuate of the second 
5 side. The thumb extends forward resting on the wall of the 
mug. This hand positioning causes the palm and four fingers 
to apply addition pressure to the exterior surfaces of the top 
and two sides of the mug handle cover. This design provides a 
more secure and firm grip the mug handle cover has on the mug 
fj handle. To remove the mug handle cover for use with another 
S mug or to be taken by the user, the user merely grips the mug 
J wall's circumference with one hand and using the thumb on the 
exterior of the second side and four fingers on the exterior 
surface of the first side and simply pulls the mug handle 
lip cover off the exterior side and top surfaces of the mug 

|l handle. The two sides of the mug handle cover expand as it 

ffj 

passes over the mug handle's exterior sides and retracts back 
to shape once it clears the exterior top of the mug handle. 

In accordance with a further object of the invention, a sleeve 
2 0 base would fit around the exterior base of any mug. The 
sleeve base would comprise a wide cylindrical substratum 
extending beyond the circumference of the mug. This 
substratum provides additional stability to the mug. 
Extending vertically up from the substratum and encompassing 
25 the entire exterior base of the mug would be the vertical 
walls of the sleeve. The vertical sleeve walls preferably 
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extend three-quarters of an inch {%") up the exterior base of 
the mug and fit the expanding contour of the exterior walls of 
the mug. 

The mug handle cover can contain a graphic or text message to 
be used in any way to promote the brand, mark, or corporate 
identity of any enterprise. The graphic or text message could 
also be used for personal or business use by any entity 
corporate, private, governmental, or other. The message would 
be affixed to the exterior surfaces of the mug handle cover 
and when attached to the handle of a mug, would be visible 
when not in the palm grip of the user. 

The mug handle cover's thermoplastic exterior can have a 
thermal label affixed to the thermoplastic. The thermal label 
containing information can be melded into the thermoplastic. 

The mug handle cover's top exterior surface can have an inlay 
in the thermoplastic that encompasses the entire top exterior 
surface, leaving just the outer most edges at the original 
height. This inlay is about the approximate depth and an 
adhesive label/sticker. The label/sticker information stated 
would be affixed within the inlay borders with the height 
being consistent once the graphic is inlayed. 
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The mug handle cover's thermoplastic top exterior can remain a 
constant height and have the information affixed printed on 
the thermoplastic using one of the early-described printing 
methods. Additionally, the entire mug handle cover's exterior 
5 (all three sides) can also have the information affixed 
(printed) on them. 

If thermoplastic is used, the thermoplastic can have color 
M= additives added so the mug handle cover can be formed using 
O any available color. The thermoplastic can be formed using a 
ill solid color or multiple colors. The formed thermoplastic can 
W use as many colors as needed to depict a certain look, i.e. 
JL zebra stripes, polka dots, etc. 

fli 

fy 

fjf Other features that are considered as characteristic for the 
:;; invention are set forth in the appended claims. 

15 Although the invention is illustrated and described herein as 
embodied in a mug handle cover, it is nevertheless not 
intended to be limited to the details shown, since various 
modifications and structural changes may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit of the invention and within 

20 the scope and range of equivalents of the claims. 

The construction and method of operation of the invention, 
however, together with additional objects and advantages 
thereof will be best understood from the following description 
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of specific embodiments when read in connection with the 
accompanying drawings . 



Brief Description of the Drawings: 

Fig. 1 is partial side view of a prior-art mug having a 
5 handle; 



Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a mug handle cover attached to 
the handle of the mug; 



o 

6 Fig. 3 is a rear view of the mug handle cover; 

m 
m 

yp 

Hi Fig. 4 is a right-side elevational view of the mug handle 

10 cover; and 

S3 

ry 
ru 

1,0 Fig. 5 is a front view of the mug handle cover. 



Description of the Preferred Embodiments: 

Referring now to the figures of the drawing in detail and 
first, particularly, to Fig. 2 thereof, there is seen an 

15 arcuate mug handle cover generally marked by reference number 
27. The mug handle cover 27 attaches to a mug handle 15 as 
shown in Fig. 1. Mug handles 15 are generally arcuate and 
attach to a mug 10 at two points. The mug handle cover 27 
attaches to the exterior sides 13 and 13a and covers the 

20 vertical exterior top 14 of the mug handle 15. The mug handle 
cover 27, when attached, covers the arcuate area (between 
reference numbers 16 and 17) of the handle 15. However, in an 
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alternate embodiment that is not shown, the mug handle cover 
27 can be produced to fit the same three mug handle exterior 
sides 13, 13a, 14, but be increased in size to fit a larger 
portion (from reference number 18 to 19) on the handle 15. 
The mug handle cover 2 7 does not cover the interior surface 12 
of the mug handle 15 and does not occupy any of the space 21 
between the interior surface 12 of the mug 10 and the mug wall 
11. 

The mug handle cover 2 7 preferably is arcuate and complements 
the shape of the vertical exterior top 14. The mug handle 
cover 2 7 has three exterior sides 20, 21, and 23. The mug 
handle cover has a first exterior side 20, an exterior top 21, 
and a second exterior side 23. As shown in use with a 
conventional mug 10, the two sides 20 and 23 conform 
vertically to the arcuate mug handle 15. The first and second 
side's edges 22, 23a of the mug handle cover extend to the 
interior surface 12 of the handle 15. 

The entire exterior top 21 can be marked with any graphic, 
logo, or text message, 2 6 to be viewed when the users does not 
have the mug and mug handle cover in their grasp. This 
graphics or text message can extend to cover the exterior 
sides 20, 23 and exterior top 21. 
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As shown in Fig. 3, the mug handle cover 2 7 has three interior 
sides: an interior top 32, an interior surface 33 of second 
side 23, and interior surface 34 of the first side 20. The 
exterior of the first side 30 and the exterior of the second 
side 31 are also shown to illustrate the thickness of the 
material used throughout the entire mug handle cover 27. 
Preferably, the material is flexible and resilient, for 
example, a thermoplastic. This thickness allows the first and 
second sides 20 and 23 of the mug handle cover 27 to expand 
around the exterior top 14 of the mug handle 15 and retract 
back to shape when the mug handle cover's interior top 32 
abuts the exterior top 14 of a mug handle 15. Once the 
interior top 32 of the mug handle cover 27 and the exterior 
top 14 abut, the mug handle cover's interior surface edge 33 
and interior surface edge 34 retract back to shape at the 
interior surface 12 of the mug handle 15. This expansion and 
contraction around the mug handle 15 due to the material's 
flexibility and resiliency affords a sound grip of the mug 
handle cover 27. In addition to the expansion and contraction 
of the mug handle cover's sides 20 and 23, there are three 
sets of protrusions 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40 to increase 
grip. The six protrusions are identified by their location: 
upper interior bottom edge of second side 35, middle interior 
bottom edge of second side 36, lower interior bottom edge of 
the second side 37, lower interior bottom edge of the first 
side 38, middle interior bottom edge of first side 39, and 
upper interior bottom edge of first side 40 are space evenly 
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on each interior side walls. These six protrusions 35, 36, 
37, 38, 39, and 40 laterally increase from the interior top to 
first and second side's edges. This increase in height, when 
attached to the mug handle 15, helps the mug handle cover's 
grip by filling in and gripping the mug's handle as it curves 
to its interior surface 12. The mug handle cover's vertical 
top and bottom 41 and 42 depict where the arcuate stops. 

The six protrusions 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40 extend 
laterally inward from the interior top 41 to the first and 
second side's bottom edges 22 and 23a. As shown in Fig. 4, 
the protrusions 35, 36, and 37 (as well as protrusions 38, 39, 
and 40, which are not visible in Fig. 4) build {i.e. increase 
medially in thickness) from a midpoint 35a, 36a, and 37a 
between the interior top 41 and the edges 22 and 2 3a meets 
where the protrusions 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40 are flush 
with the interior surfaces 3 3 and 34. In a preferred 
embodiment, the protrusions 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, and 40 build 
one-and-one-half millimeters (1.5 mm) from the midpoint 35a, 
36a, and 37a to the side's interior bottom edge 22 and 23a. 
The protrusions 35-37 and 38-40 build to the interior bottom 
edge of the first and second edges 23 and 22, respectively. 
The handle grip cover's side exterior walls do not have 
protrusions. The number of protrusions 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 
and 40, is not critical, as any number of sets can be provided 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present 
invention. 

-17- 



LDP-8103 



Embodiments using a single protrusion are possible. However, 
the protrusions preferably occur in laterally symmetrical 
pairs; i.e., 35 and 40, 36 and 39, and 37 and 38. 

Preferred embodiments of the protrusions 35, 36, 37, 38, 3 9 
5 and 40 are shown in Fig. 4. Other alternative designs for the 
protrusions can be used as the gripping instrument without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
As a non- limiting example, a continuous (as opposed to 
medially increasing) protrusion running the entire length of 

jjj) the bottom interior edges 22 or 23a could be formed to grxp 

U" 

y3 the mug handle 15 . 

rO The mug handle cover 27 can mark the exterior top 26 and sides 

5 2 0 and 23. The top exterior 2 6 provides a focal point in 

I: 

fy which to place the mark 65. The mug handle cover's, exterior 
15 second side 20, exterior first side 23, lower edge 62 of 

exterior top side 26, and upper edge 66 of exterior top side 
26, can all be marked to create a panoramic display of the 
graphic or text message. However, the most obvious place to 
place the mark is on the exterior top surface 2 6 of the mug 
20 handle cover 27. The mention of the additional side markings 
is used a non- limiting example of additional markings that can 
be provided without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
present invention. The mark 65 preferably is an adhesive 
label. In other embodiments, the mark can be thermally bonded 
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to the topside 62. The mark 65 preferably is an adhesive 
label. In other embodiments, the mark 65 can be thermally 
boded to the topside 62 or can be molded or etched into the 
topside 62 as well. The mark can be a sculpted three- 
dimensional piece as well. 

To attach the mug handle cover, the user would pick up the mug 
handle cover 27 with their thumb on the exterior of the second 
surface 23 and their four fingers on the exterior of the first 
surface 20. The user would place the interior surface edges 
33 and 34 to the exterior sides 13 and 13a of the mug handle 
15. The user applies pressure, on the mug handle cover 27, 
towards the wall 11 of the mug 10. The pressure causes an 
expansion of the first and second sides 2 0 and 2 3 over the 
exterior sides 13 and 13a of the mug handle 15. The user 
applies pressure until the top interior surface 41 abuts the 
top exterior surface 41 of the mug handle 15, at which time 
the sides of the mug handle 13 and 13a are surrounded by the 
interior sides 2 0 and 2 3 where the six protrusions 35, 36, 37, 

38, 39, and 40, retract into the space where the mug handle 
rounds. The building of the protrusions 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 

39, and 40 fill the area where the mug's exterior sidewalls 
round into the interior of the mug handle 12 . 

The mug handle cover 27 is preferably made of plastic or hard 
rubber, although other materials can also be used without 
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departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
The thickness of the plastic for the mug handle cover 
preferably spans one-half to three-quarters millimeters 
(0.50-0.75 mm) . 



5 Thus, the mug handle cover 27 provides a simple and effective 
device for marking and differentiating standard mugs. The mug 
handle cover 2 7 is easy to use and can be attached at the 
handle 15 of any mug 10. Because of the simple design and 
J~* construction, the mug handle cover is inexpensive to 
=10 manufacture, so it would be a highly feasible advertising and 

in 

yp branding tool for any entity that would like to convey a 

nl 

iti message to users of beverage mugs . The detachable handle 

p allows the user to remove the mug handle cover off a mug and 

fy take the mug handle cover with them, displaying the graphic or 

m 

pL5 text to all that encounter it. 

ry 
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